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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



May, 



every real and imaginary affront, and who have no pa- 
tience with the delays of arbitration methods. There is 
still an inclination to demand instant reparation for 
every affront, and to charge cowardice and want of patri- 
otism on men in authority who proceed in accordance 
with the better spirit of the age. We have such men in 
our country to-day, but they will bow to wiser counsels 
and conform to the better spirit of the age. 

THE OUTLOOK. 
Tawdry and Barbaric. 

Senator Frye, of Maine, made a speech at Bridgeport 
last week, the quality and spirit of which are indicated by 
this brief extract : 

"We will place our flag tn all the seas of the earth, restore 
the merchant marine to its place, and will increase our white, 
strong-armed squadrons so that they command the respect of all 
nations. We will annex the Hawaiian Islands, fortify Pearl Har- 
bor, build the Nicaragua canal, and marry two great oceans. We 
will show people a foreign policy that is American in every fibre, 
and hoist the American flag on whatever island we think best, and 
no hand shall ever pull it down." 

If Senator Frye were a local politician, these words 
might pass without comment ; but he is a member of the 
highest legislative body in the country, and he is a leader 
of the party which may shortly come into power again. 
If these words are mere bluster, they are entirely un- 
worthy the position of the man who uttered them. If 
they were seriously considered, they indicate a policy 
which may be described as tawdry and barbaric. The 
true way to maintain the dignity of the flag and command 
the respect of the world is not to set out upon a career of 
indiscriminate annexation ; it is to make republican insti- 
tutions synonymous with honesty, honor, and human 
happiness. We have been grossly unfaithful in our cus- 
tody of the great idea of free government. We have 
identified it in the mind of the world with corruption, in- 
efficiency and general wastefulness. Our first mission is 
to rescue that idea from the dirt in which we have trailed 
it. If Senator Frye is anxious to find a policy for the 
Republican party which will regain the confidence 
of the country and restore the respect of the world, 
let him lead the party to a reformation within 
its own ranks ; before we have acquired another 
foot of territory, let him show us a sound govern- 
ment of the territory we already control. Let him 
inspire his party to break the bondage to which it is now 
bound hand and foot to corporations in New Jersey, 
throw off the incubus which has crushed the moral life 
out of it in Pennsylvania, and unseat the boss at Albany 
who is making a by- word of the party in this State. Let 
him show one American city honestly, economically and 
efficiently governed, and then the country will be in a 
condition to turn its attention abroad. 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 



The President has selected Major William Ludlow, 
Commander M. T. Endicott and Mr. Alfred Noble of 
Chicago, under a provision of the sundry civil appropria- 
tion bill, as a board to investigate and report upon the 
feasibility, permanence and expense of the Nicaragua 
Canal, on the route proposed by the construction com- 
pany. 

In response to requests from missionary organiza- 



tions, in view of a threatened massacre of Christians 
in the Levant, Secretary of the Navy Herbert on the 
5th of April ordered the cruisers San Francisco 
and Marblehead to proceed at once to Turkish waters, 
the former to Smyrna and the latter to Beyrut. The 
commanders were ordered to consult with the American 
officials in those places and if needful to extend pro- 
tection to American citizens in those parts. 

On the 8th of April the Supreme Court rendered its de- 
cision on the constitutionality of the income tax law. 
Those parts of the law imposing a tax on rents and on 
State and municipal bonds were declared null and void. 
The Judges of the Court were evenly divided in opinion 
as to the rest of the law, and these parts therefore stand. 
The tax on rents was declared invalid on the ground that 
it is a form of direct taxation, which the constitution 
makes it unlawful to impose unless it be properly appor- 
tioned among the States. The tax on State, county and 
municipal securities was set aside as an interference with 
the State's power to borrow money. The supposed 
revenue from the income tax will thus be reduced at least 
one half, and the whole law will be so crippled, and its 
action so unsatisfactory to the people that it will probably 
be repealed when Congress meets next winter. 

A bill for the introduction of the Norwegian liquor sys- 
tem into the Commonwealth of Massachusetts was de- 
feated in the House of Representatives April 11, by a 
vote of 128 to 65. 

Professor James Dwight Dana, the eminent geologist, 
professor of Yale university for more than forty years, 
died at his home in New Haven on the 14th of April at the 
age of 82 years. 

A movement is in progress for the absorption of New 
Foundland into the Dominion of Canada. Canada is 
anxious to bring about the union, but New Foundland in 
the past has stoutly preferred to remain an independent' 
colony. The recent distress in the island has been the 
occasion of the present effort at union. The commission- 
ers appointed have arranged terms of union, but the 
opposition is strong in New Foundland, and said to be in- 
creasing. 

The chief event of interest in a financial way during 
the month was Cleveland's letter to the Chicago business 
men. The free silver advocates, it is needless to say, 
were not pleased with it. There is great activity among 
the silver men in an organized effort to promote their 
cause. The President's letter has given much encourage- 
ment to the " sound money" men, and the question of 
finance now overtops all others in public interest. 

The revival of business throughout the country has 
been marked. To what cause shall it be attributed ? The 
President's friends say it is due to his courageous action 
in maintaining the national credit. The " good " people 
of the country say it has been brought about by the ad- 
journment of a stupid Congress. The Republicans say 
that the cause is the confidence produced by their return 
to power. The Democrats do not say much. Whatever 
the cause, the revival is very gratifying. 

Koyama, the young Japanese crank who shot Li Hung 
Chang, has been sentenced to imprisonment for life at 
hard labor. 



